Heterogeneity of islet cell autoantibodies in terms of insulin release from rat islets and insulinoma cells.
The clinical significance of cytoplasmic islet cell autoantibodies (ICA) has been studied since their discovery by Bottazzo et al. in 1974. Some ICAs destroy pancreatic B cells in the presence of complement, whereas others take no part in this destruction. This suggests that islet function varies with the amount of ICA produced. In the present investigation we report the heterogeneity of monoclonal islet cell antibodies produced by one of us in terms of insulin release from isolated rat islets as well as from rat insulinoma cells (RINr).